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Why are we doing this project?

• How much value does the right genetics return in 

commercial beef operations?

• Demonstrating current and new tools

• Improving the tool kit



Questions

• Is there a trend in cow EBV profiles that relates to commercial 
cow performance in hill country?
⁃ And how do we best balance this with finishing performance and carcase 

value?

• What are implications of different cow management strategies on 
economic importance of relevant traits?
⁃ Do different management strategies (BCS fluctuations) need different 

genetics?
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Where are we now?
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Does genetics make a real difference 
commercially?

• How much sire variation are we seeing in the traits?

• How much value is created?    (No results on this yet)



Sire variation in commercial herds
Trait Heritability

Weaning weight 21%

Yearling weight 30%

18-month weight 32%

Scanned EMA 33%

Scanned Rib Fat 25%

Scanned P8 fat 30%

Scanned %IMF 22%

Heifer Days to Conception 9%
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Carcass Traits 
(preliminary)















Heifer Reproduction











Starting carcase data collection

• First 22 steers killed 2nd May

• 298 average carcase weight

• 21/22 graded Reserve, one just 
failed on pH

• Will take most of 2017 to kill all 
cohort 1 animals.



How will information 
be released?

• Information on principles

• Sire performance summaries

• Made available to Breedplan



Thank you.


